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Pre-K 4 SA and HOLT Group Break Ground on New South Education
Center to Address Child Care Desert

SAN ANTONIO — [February 27, 2024] In a significant stride towards addressing the early
childhood education needs of San Antonio, Pre-K 4 SA and HOLT Group broke ground today on
a new state-of-the-art early learning center that will serve as the new South Education Center.
Located on San Antonio’s south side at 3510 S WW White Road, this project is made possible
through a public-private partnership between Pre-K 4 SA and HOLT Group and promises to
bring access to high-quality early childhood education to a traditionally under-resourced region.
The new center is slated for completion by the summer of 2025.

“This project is not just a model for designing schools with the unique needs of children ages
birth to four in mind; it's a powerful example of the role business leaders can play in ensuring
every child has access to high-quality early education,” said Dr. Sarah Baray, Pre-K 4 SA CEO.
“Acting as a dynamic catalyst, our partnership with HOLT Group and our contractors symbolizes
a new path to achieving high-quality early learning rooted in the vibrant community we call
home. It is a true accomplishment in San Antonio, at this site, in this location.”

Drawing inspiration from San Antonio's culture and natural landscape, every space at the new
education center is meticulously designed to foster the growth and development of young
children and encourage learning through play. The building includes specialized spaces to
support families as the first and most important teachers of their children and areas for teacher
collaboration.

"By working together with the private sector, we are taking a significant step towards ensuring
that all our children have access to high-quality care and early learning opportunities,” said San
Antonio Mayor Ron Nirenberg. "This directly supports our commitment to provide the best
education in the nation and cultivate critical thinkers and problem-solvers who are proud to call
San Antonio home."

Key Features of the South Education Center:

e Public-Private Partnership: By joining forces, both organizations aim to make a lasting
impact on the educational landscape of San Antonio. Pre-K 4 SA’s collaboration with
HOLT Group is one example of a San Antonio business supporting education to build a
productive workforce, foster healthier and more engaged families, reduce poverty, and
create civic-minded young adults to take San Antonio into the future.
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e Strategic Location: The new South Education Center is strategically positioned to
address the need for accessible early childhood education on the southeast side of San
Antonio, an area identified as a child care desert.

e State-of-the-Art Facilities: The center will feature modern classrooms for infants and
toddlers equipped to meet the highest early childhood education standards. Specialized
spaces for interactive learning and play-based activities will be integral to fostering a
stimulating educational environment. The building is designed for renewable energy,
ensuring a healthier environment for children and setting a precedent for future
educational facilities.

e Community Impact: Pre-K 4 SA's expansion to serve the very youngest learners aligns
with its mission to bridge educational gaps and ensure every child in San Antonio has a
strong foundation for future academic success.

“We are honored to be part of this innovative project that showcases the transformative potential
of partnerships between the public and private sectors that support early childhood education,”
said Peter Holt, CEO at HOLT Group. “This collaboration underscores our belief that such
innovative alliances are crucial to ensuring our youngest community members' well-being and
future success. Together, we are creating a model that enhances early childhood education and
sets a standard for collaborative efforts in building a brighter future for all.”

In recent years, south and southeast San Antonio have seen a decline in high-quality child care
options, especially for families with children four years and younger. The new South Education
Center signifies Pre-K 4 SA’s dedication to ensuring every child has access to quality early
childhood education in San Antonio.

"Investing in early childhood education is the cornerstone of building a thriving, healthy future for
San Antonio,” said City Manager Erik Walsh. “This new center builds upon our city's recent Gold
Medal recognition from CityHealth for public health policy — a testament to our commitment to
closing health disparities and ensuring every child has the opportunity to reach their full
potential. Thank you to the HOLT Group for being an innovative partner and an example of how
public-private partnerships can make a difference."

The contractor on the project is G.W. Mitchell. The design team for the project includes Pfluger
Architects, RDG Planning & Design, CDS Muery, Rialto Studios, Cleary Zimmermann, Combs
Consulting Group, and Lundy & Franke Engineering, Inc.

“This initiative addresses a critical need and demonstrates San Antonio’s commitment to
equitable learning opportunities for families in our community,” said District 3 Councilwoman
Phyllis Viagran. “The investment in early childhood education is an investment in the future of
our city, and | am excited to see the positive impact it will have on the lives of our residents.”
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About Pre-K 4 SA

Pre-K 4 SA is a comprehensive early childhood initiative aimed at changing the education and
workforce trajectory of San Antonio in one generation. Pre-K 4 SA offers full-day
prekindergarten for 3 and 4-year-olds living in the City of San Antonio. Pre-K 4 SA is free for
gualifying students and accepts tuition-paying students. Breakfast, lunch and two snacks are
included and free transportation is available to all students. Pre-K 4 SA has four Education
Centers located throughout the city, and the Gardendale Early Learning Program, the first Pre-K
4 SA innovation site, was made possible through a partnership with Edgewood Independent
School District. This program creates greater capacity for high quality early education with Pre-K
through 2nd grade classrooms. Visit www.prek4sa.com for more information.

About HOLT Group

HOLT Group, headquartered in San Antonio, Texas, is a values-based, family-owned company
serving the industrial world.

HOLT Group is led by a people-first approach that embraces a Values-Based Leadership model
to shape its company culture and operating philosophy. This leadership style made the HOLT
name synonymous with innovation, quality, integrity, and legendary customer service.

The heritage of HOLT Group dates back to 1933 when William K Holt Machinery Co. was
founded by the Holt family as the authorized Caterpillar equipment dealer in South Texas. The
company was renamed HOLT CAT, and it has grown to be the largest Cat equipment
dealership in the United States.

HOLT Group operates in numerous market sectors to include industrial, commercial, energy,
technology, and training and development through its operating companies: HOLT

CAT®, Texas First Rentals®, HOLT Truck Centers®, HOLT Crane & Equipment®, HOLT
Industrial Rentals, HOLT Industrial Systems, HOLT Manufacturing, HOLT Renewables, Kardie
Equipment, SITECH Tejas, and Epiphany Industrial Technologies.

For more information, visit HoltGrp.com.

About City of San Antonio — Vibrant & Thriving

San Antonio is a vibrant city with a thriving economy, deep cultural heritage and communities
that are compassionate, inclusive and proudly diverse. It is the seventh largest city in the United
States and one of the strongest fiscally managed cities in the country, nurturing
entrepreneurship, encouraging investment and funding infrastructure. The City fosters
partnership and growth opportunities in aerospace, bioscience, cybersecurity, green
technologies, healthcare, and information technology. San Antonio’s famed River Walk and the
Alamo are the top tourist attractions in Texas, and its historic missions are a designated World
Heritage Site — the first and only in Texas. Proudly called Military City, USA®, San Antonio is
home to one of the largest populations of active-duty military and veterans, as well as mission-
critical commands, including military medicine, cybersecurity, pilot training and basic training.
For more information, visit SanAntonio.gov and follow @COSAGov on social.
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